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For immediate release… 
Air quality advisory statewide for Oregon 
 
Statewide, OR—The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Lane Regional Air 
Protection Agency and the Southwest Washington Clean Air Agency extended an air quality 
advisory Thursday for all regions of Oregon and Southwest Washington due to fires in Oregon, 
Washington and California. 
 
DEQ expects the air quality advisory to last until at least Monday afternoon. DEQ and partner 
agencies will continue to monitor smoke in the state and Southwest Washington. 
 
Smoke levels are fluctuating between unhealthy for sensitive groups (orange) and hazardous 
(maroon) in these areas. When smoke levels are hazardous everyone needs to take steps to 
protect themselves. Areas closest to fires – such as Salem, Eugene, the Rogue Valley and 
Roseburg in Oregon, and Woodland in Washington – are having the worst smoke impacts. 
 
The Portland-Vancouver area will likely have air quality worsen beginning Thursday evening or 
Friday. Air quality will also likely worsen in Central and Eastern Oregon starting Thursday. The 
Oregon Coast may see a little air quality improvement starting on Sunday. 
 
Several highways and roads are closed around Oregon. Check TripCheck for the latest 
information. 
 
Oregon Emergency Management officials are asking the public to only call 911 to request 
emergency services and not to call 911 to report smoke. The Oregon Health Authority asks the 
public to refill prescriptions at pharmacies and not to go to emergency rooms to refill them. They 
also advise that you refill them as early as you can and, when possible, keep extra on hand. 
 
Smoke levels can change rapidly depending on weather. Check current conditions by visiting the 
DEQ’s Air Quality Index or the Oregon Smoke Information Blog, downloading the free 
OregonAIR app on your smartphone, or going to on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Air Now. 
 

https://www.tripcheck.com/
http://oregon.envi-das.com/home/map
http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com/
https://www.airnow.gov/


Smoke can irritate the eyes and lungs and worsen some medical conditions. Young children, 
adults over 65, pregnant women and people with heart disease, asthma or other respiratory 
conditions are most at risk. 
 
Protect your health when smoke levels are high: 
• Avoid outdoor activities and stay inside if possible. Keep windows and doors closed. 
• Be aware of smoke in your area and avoid places with the highest levels. 
• Use high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters. These can be portable filters or can be 
installed in indoor heating, ventilation, cooling and air purification systems. You can also create 
your own air purifying filter by following these easy to follow instructions: DIY air filter 
factsheet. 
• If you have heart or lung disease or asthma, follow your healthcare provider’s advice. 
• Consider leaving the area if smoke levels are hazardous and you have heart disease, asthma or 
other respiratory conditions. Otherwise, please wait to be directed to evacuate. Pay attention to 
evacuation notices. If you choose to leave the area, remember to take face coverings and hand 
sanitizer with you to help protect yourself and others from COVID-19. 
 
Cloth, dust and surgical masks don’t protect from the harmful particles in smoke. N95 respirators 
that are tested to ensure proper fit and that are worn correctly may provide protection. Otherwise, 
they might just provide a false sense of security. They are not available in children’s sizes and 
are not recommended for strenuous activities. N95 respirators are in limited supply due to 
COVID-19. Additional information on wildfire smoke and COVID-19 can be found on the 
Centers for Disease Control webpage. 
 
DEQ’s color-coded Air Quality Index provides current air quality conditions and ranks air 
quality as follows: Green is good. Yellow is moderate. Orange is unhealthy for sensitive groups 
such as children, seniors, pregnant women and those with respiratory conditions. Red is 
unhealthy for everyone. Purple is very unhealthy for everyone. Maroon is hazardous. 
 
Find more information: Oregon Smoke Blog 
 
Media contact: 
• Dylan Darling, Oregon DEQ, 541-686-7997, dylan.darling@deq.state.or.us  or Harry Esteve, 
Oregon DEQ, 503-951-3856, esteve.harry@deq.state.or.us  
• Uri Papish, Southwest Washington Clean Air Agency, Executive Director, 360-574-3058, ext. 
112, Uri@swcleanair.org  
• Travis Knudsen, Lane Regional Air Protection Agency, 303-523-2661, travis@lrapa.org  
 
Public health contacts: 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREPAREDNESS/PREPARE/Documents/Fact-Sheet-DIY-Air-Filter.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREPAREDNESS/PREPARE/Documents/Fact-Sheet-DIY-Air-Filter.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/covid-19/wildfire_smoke_covid-19.html
http://oregonsmoke.blogspot.com/
mailto:dylan.darling@deq.state.or.us
mailto:esteve.harry@deq.state.or.us
mailto:Uri@swcleanair.org
mailto:travis@lrapa.org


Contact your local public health authority. 
 
Tribal and local contacts: 
• Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, Pamela Gutman, Pgutman@cowcreek-nsn.gov  
• Jackson County: Tanya Phillips, PhilliTF@jacksoncounty.org, 541-770-7708 
• Klamath County: Valeree Lane vlane@klamathcounty.org  
• Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, Tim Outman, tim.outman@ctwsbnr.org  
• The Klamath Tribes, Zak Jackson, zakary.jackson@klamathtribes.com, (541)783-2219 ext.184 
• Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, Susan Ferris, s.ferris@cowcreek.com, 503-539-
6343 
• Burns Paiute Tribe: Kenton Dick, kenton.dick@burnspaiute-nsn.gov  
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